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Dr. Herb Hoefer, the World Mission Are Director for India and Sri Lanka, recently 
returned from a month-long visit to India.  He wrote: 
 

The seminary gathered the 26 young men and one deaconess who are 
doing their probation period in church planting.  They’ve been at it less 
than a year, and already God is working mightily through them.  Almost 
all have people getting ready for baptism.  (Usually 10 - 15, but even 100 
in one place.)  

 

Thank you Lord for allowing us, JILM, to support the probationers in this 
mighty work of planting your church.  We are there! 

 

He continues: 
The refrain all along is that most others in our area are waiting to see if 
we will build a chapel.  It’s traditional that large numbers come forward at 
the time of the church dedication.  They want this sacred space in their 
village, and they want this assurance that the church is with them to stay.  
We have some funds for new sites and chapels, and tomorrow the IELC 
Board for Missions will meet to set up a priority list. 

 

Thank you Lord for members with a passion for the mission and for our 
plan to continue providing resources for land and chapel.  We are there! 

 

Finally: 
 

As the probationers gave their reports, I would 
ask them what their special joys and difficulties 
have been.  It was so striking that they eagerly 
spoke their joys, but about difficulties they just 
said “none.”  This, in spite of the fact that they 
have very small stipends, especially for those 
with families, and they have faced serious 
opposition and even threats of violence, 
especially at the start. 
 
 

Thank you Lord that we of JILM can partner in the ministry of these bold, 
courageous, and dedicated men and women.  Yes, we are there! 

 
 

(Continued on page 2) 

A Mission Society ~ 
Supporting the World Mission of the  

      Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod 
 

…“that every knee may bow and every 
tongue confess that JESUS CHRIST IS 

LORD….” 
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………….a Word from our President………….a Word from our President………….a Word from our President………….a Word from our President    
 
 
My Fellow JILM Missionaries: 
 

When you get your ballot for officers and mission projects in a few weeks, you will see that 
your Board has suggested that we step out in faith to fund even more of the mission around 
the world.  As we step out in faith we trust our Heavenly Father will lead us to meet our goal 
with much success. 

 
With that in mind I want to share an idea with you.  In the coming months, depending on the 
last numbers of your Social Security Number, most of us will be receiving a check from the 
U.S. Treasury as a part of the stimulus plan to get this great nation of ours back on its feet. 
 
How about putting some or all of that check back into the economy by sending it to our 
Jesus Is Lord Mission Society to fund the mission of telling untold numbers of people about 
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ?  Think of what would happen if our 500 plus members 
each gave $100 or $200 of that check to JILM.  Think of the impact that this money would 
have on our mutual ministry and what it would mean to those who are working in our place 
on the mission field as 97% of that money (and all of our gifts) go directly to the projects we 
support. 
 
Just something to think about as you consider what to do with your rebate check as we 
strive together to reach the goal “that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in 
heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ 
is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.”      Philippians  2:10-11 
 
 

Pastor John HeckmannPastor John HeckmannPastor John HeckmannPastor John Heckmann    
Hebrews 13:20-21 
 

 
 

David Birner & Ross Stroh from the LCMS Board of Missions,  
and Rev. John Heckmann, President of JILM 

 


