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Many people spread their cloaks on the road, the people began to shout, 
“Hosanna!”   “Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord! Blessed is the 
coming kingdom of our father, David!” “Hosanna in the highest!”   Mark 11:9-10 

During this Lenten Season the shouts of praise turn to shouts of “Crucify Him, Crucify 
Him.” Because Christ died and rose from the grave, we now have Eternal Life , which is 
the message Jesus Is Lord Mission Society is proclaiming through our mission projects 
in nine different countries around the world. 
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It was Thursday, January 8, 2009, the first “Gathering” of the JILM volunteers in 2009. 
We knew it would be a busy morning, many envelopes to open, many gifts to process. 
But we also knew the “counting” would be special. As we receipted gifts this morning, we 
would receive the $1,000,000th dollar received by the 
Jesus Is Lord Mission Society . 

��� �  Begun in 2002 
��� �  Blessed with 1000+ who pray and give so that “every 

ear will one day hear and every tongue one day 
confess that Jesus Christ Is Lord .” (Members-YOU) 

��� �  Blessed to be a “volunteer” from top to bottom so 95% 
of that first million has gone directly to the work of 
sharing the good news about Christ. 

��� �  Blessed  with opportunities to “partner in mission” in 
India, Sri Lanka, Guinea West Africa, Russia, Nigeria, 
Cambodia, Kyrgyzstan, Papua New Guinea, the 
Philippines, the United States, and in three countries 
listed as “closed.” 

��� �  Blessed to give primary support to the training of 
national workers and the planting of churches. 

��� �  Blessed to know that “ears are hearing and  
knees are bowing and tongues are confessing 
 that Jesus Christ Is Lord .” 

��� �  Blessed to receive regular requests for funds from LCMS  World Mission and especially 
blessed to hear despite great opposition, the Word  grows ! 

This from Dr. Herb Hoefer about work in Sri Lanka:  “Each of the probationers (vicars-
supported by JILM) has a different situation, but a common theme is the fierce 
opposition that they have in the whole community.  When I asked how many people 
welcome you into their lives and homes for ministry, most said it was a good thousand.  
Opposition can still continue, especially as the church grows.  One place, where the 
number in worship on average is 60, experienced stoning by radical Hindus when they 
left Christmas Eve worship.  God has brought many to faith through their ministries.  
Each (10 probationers) has had at least 20 baptisms, and as many as 55, with a good 
dozen being prepared.  The baptisms are done by one of the five ordained LLC pastors, 
and they also come once a month to give Holy Communion.   
(Continued on Page 4) 
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Milton Liese – JILM Treasurer holding 
the check which helped us achieve our 
first million dollar contribution. 
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My Fellow Missionaries: 
 
 I have three thoughts to share with you this time around. 
 
 The first is to say a huge and hearty thank you to each of you for being a part of the Jesus Is Lord Mission 
Society and for being one of the saints in this mission society through which our Heavenly Father has raised over 
$1,000,000.00 for His work in the mission fields.  We will never know, on this side of heaven, just how many lives 
have been touched as we support missionaries who tell others about Jesus, who in turn tell others about Jesus, who 
in turn tell others about Jesus and on and on it goes as the Kingdom of heaven grows daily through our gifts and 
through our witness.  Thank you! 
 
 The second is to encourage you to view the DVD you received in the past weeks, if you have not done so 
already.  Then, after you have viewed the DVD, invite other people to watch it with you or give them the DVD to 
watch themselves or with a group of friends.  The DVD does an excellent job of telling our story and who we are. 
 
 The third is to share stories about your use of the DVD.  Share with us how this tool is helping to fulfill the 
Great Commission we have all been given of making disciples of all nations.  If you would like to share those 
mission stories I will invite you to send them to me at pastor@stpaulthegrove.org.  If there is ever anything else you 
would like to share with me, feel free to use that same e-mail address.  The first story I can tell is that I gave our 
Church Secretary a DVD along with the paperwork that goes with it.  She told me this morning that she would like 
to be a member and start supporting JILM through monthly offerings because she knows we are doing  good  work 
in the kingdom.  I encourage you to share the message of JILM with everyone, starting first in your own families 
and ever expanding the circle until many more have heard of us as we work together with the ultimate goal being 
“that at the name of Jesus every knee would bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every 
tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” (Philippians 2:10-11) 
 In HIS service and yours, 
  ���������	
���
���

   - Hebrews 13:20-21  
 
 

YOU SHOULD KNOW:   THIS and THAT 
What is special about being a member of the 

 Jesus Is Lord Mission Society? 
Rev. James Kretzmann of Texas (JILM Volunteer) writes: 

“Every member prays for and gives to projects adopted 
from a list provided by the Board for Mission Services.  
Each member sending in their gift, large or small, 
receives a personal “Thank You” written by a JILM 
volunteer during one of two meetings arranged each 
month.  The JILM member knows that 95% of the gift 
will go to the adopted project and that the other 5% will 
be used for public relations expressions via the 
personal “Thank You” message and a bi-monthly 
newsletter which focuses on reported outcomes from 
those people groups in countries receiving support.  
Because all people involved are JILM volunteers, no 
money is spent for personnel services given so that 
money received is focused on the adopted LCMS World 
Mission projects.  JILM complements the work of LCMS 
World Mission.”     

Rev. John Heckmann of Texas  (JILM President) writes: 
“Six years ago when we moved back to Texas to 
shepherd the flock at St. Paul Lutheran Church, The 
Grove, Texas, Rev. Dr. Wilbert Sohns asked me if I 
would like to be a part of a very new mission society 
named Jesus Is Lord Mission Society.  I looked into 
what the organization was doing and told him that my  

 
 
 

family and I would love to be contributing members of 
the society.  About a year later Rev. Dr. Glenn 
O’Shoney asked me if I would be willing to have my 
name stand for election as a Member at Large and then 
a year later I was elected to the office of President.  
Why?  Because I believe with all my heart that this 
Mission Society is doing what God has called each of 
us to do;  to be missionaries where He places us in our 
lives day in and day out and to equip others to proclaim 
the saving Gospel message of Jesus Christ to people 
around our world.  So, I invite you to join us in this 
exciting ministry.” 

Mrs. Karen Leicht of Illinois  (JILM member) writes: “My 
husband and I have been giving to JILM for about two 
years.  It has been an exciting experience.  The best 
part of giving to JILM is knowing that 95% of the money 
they receive goes straight to mission work.  Through the 
quarterly newsletter we see very clearly where and how 
JILM is helping to bring others to know Jesus Is Lord.” 

Rev. Norbert Oesch of Tustin, CA  (JILM member) writes: 
“First of all, my wife and I are highly committed to LCMS 
World Mission.  Secondly, we recognize LCMS World 
Mission cannot fund all of the work they want to do.  
JILM is directly connected to LCMS World Mission.  It is 
not a maverick organization, but connected to the 
strategic plan of Synod.  Thirdly, JILM operates with 
next to no overhead and with focus on specific projects 
for LCMS World Mission.  Fourthly, I trust the 
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leadership (reference to Dr. Glenn O’Shoney) and know 
that any investment made through JILM will be handled 
with the greatest of care.”  

“Slumdog Millionaire”  - Hollywood celebrated the Annual 
Academy Award Ceremonies by naming the best 
motion picture of the year, “Slumdog Millionaire.”  This 
movie portrays the contrast of the rich and the poor in 
India.  Since we (JILM) support three mission projects 
in India, as editor of this publication, I urge all our 
members to see this movie in order to see the real need 
for the Gospel in India. 
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Leaders from the India Evangelical Lutheran 

Church (IELC) presented their vision for mission and 
ministry at the first-ever India Summit.  Fifty years of 
work were highlighted by the national church body 
and LCMS partners in the world’s second-most 
populous country. 

In 1895, the LCMS began mission work in India - 
the first foreign mission field in Synod’s history.  In 

1958, the IELC was independently established and 
has grown to a baptized membership of 50,000 with 
almost 1,000 congregations and preaching stations. 

The Summit goals included:  Providing the IELC 
an opportunity to present its mission vision; Allowing 
people and organizations involved (including JILM) in 
India to network and connect; and Enabling people 
and organizations involved (including JILM) in India 
to present their vision and expectations to the IELC. 

Among those participating in the Summit were 
five IELC leaders, including the new IELC president, 
Rev. J. Samuel, as well as more than  seventy-five 
other participants including the Rev. Dr. Herb Hoefer, 
(JILM member) and Rev. Otto Hintze (JILM member). 

Dr. Hoefer, LCMS World Mission’s Area 
Facilitator for India and Sri Lanka, pointed out that 
the IELC is on track to attain its personal goal of 
reaching out to twenty-five million people as part of 
the Ablaze Goal to reach one hundred million people 
by the 500th anniversary of the Reformation in 2017.  
“But they (the IELC) can use all the help God’s 
people can give them.” 
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�  The Rev. & Mrs. Arno Scholz by Robert & Lois Blanke 
�  The Rev. & Mrs. Henry Blanke by Robert & Lois Blanke 
�  Mr. Elton Sprengeler by The Rev. Erhart & Anita Bauer 
�  The Rev. Ottomar Cloeter by Mrs. Elsie Cloeter & by 

Gary & Renata Brand 
�  Mr. Fred Newmann by Leona Kokel 
�  Marion Einem by Edward Einem 
�  The Rev. Juraine Hornig 
 by The Rev. Leonardo & Estela Bugtong 
 by The Rev. James & Rebecca Johnson 
 by The Rev. J.F. Neubacher 
 by The Rev. Norbert & Geraldine Becker 
 by The Rev. & Mrs. R. B. Faerber 
 by  Mrs. Lorene Hornig, & children, Pace, Leah,  
 John & Lois 
�  The Rev. Arnold Strohschein by The Rev. James & 

Rebecca Johnson 
�  Mr. David Gray by Bettie Horn Bendewald 
�  Mrs. Bobbie May Stephenson by Bettie Horn 

Bendewald 
�  Mr. Ernest  Huse by Dalton & Deanne Noack 
�  Mrs. Henrietta Fritz by The Rev. John & Eunice Fritz 
�  Mrs. Elenor Kruemcke by Mr. John & Mary Ann Brown 
�  Mrs. Dorothy Zielke by Mr. John & Mary Ann Brown 
�  The Rev. Harold Kieschnick 
 by Virginia, Lita & Savannah Andres 
 by Norman & Verine Mueller 
 by Tillie Kurio 

�  Mr. Jim “Doc” Moritz by Mr. John & Mary Ann Brown 
�  Brooklyn Grace Milburn by Mr. John & Mary Ann Brown 
�  Mrs. Chris Elbrecht White by Tillie Kurio & by Bettie 

Horn Bendewald 
�  The Rev. Dwayne Hoyer by The Rev. Dr. Peter & 

Carolyn Steinke 
�  Edna Record Belew by Mr. John & Mary Ann Brown 
�  Jeanene Esbeck by Mr. John & Mary Ann Brown 
�  Mrs. Ruth Baker by Mr. Clifton & Vicki Lindsay 
�  Ginny Creptal by The Rev. Brian & Martha Bibler 
�  The Rev. Earl Bleke by The Rev. Dr. Peter & Carolyn 

Steinke 
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�  Mr. George & Mary Schumann - 40th Wedding 

Anniversary by George & Mary Schumann 
�  Our 11 Great-Grandchildren by Mr. Richard & Ruth 

Schlecht 
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�  Mrs. Pearl Coburn 
�  Zion Lutheran School  P T L 
�  Mrs. Dorinda Rachelle Werner 
�  Mr. Thomas Raabe 
�  Mr. Andrew & Sylvia Richwien 
�  Mrs. Sara Frank 
�  Mr. Clifton & Vicki Lindsay 
�  Mr. Bernie & Doris Symm 
�  Mrs. Kelsey Menke    
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(Continued from Page 1) 
The church has other young men who want to get the 
training, but the frustration is getting the Mission 
Stations built as well as the self-support.” 

 
There’s still much to do.  Yes, we are blessed.  
No, the work is not complete.  We celebrate 
our first million dollars and work toward the 
second and third and . . . . 
“Desiring people of every  tribe, nation and 
tongue hear about this joyful Good News of 
Jesus as Lord, we respond with eagerness 
and passion to our Lord’s imperative” (JILM 
constitution) to go and share and pray and 
teach and celebrate. 

 

 
Seminary in Sri Lanka ($10,500) 

 
The twelve students in the informal seminary of the 
Lanka Lutheran Church (LLC) will receive their 
ordination in August.  They have had theological 
training along with practical church planting 
experience over the past four years.  As 
probationers, they returned regularly to the seminary 
to report on their ministries and to receive further 
training.  Because these men will be ordained in 
August, the LLC is beginning to enroll the next class 
of young men.  The Lutheran Center has been 
remodeled to provide accommodations for the 
students who are not able to catch the last bus home. 
 
�
�
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The January 21, 2009, meeting was called to 
order by President, Rev. John Heckmann with the opening 
devotion based on Isaiah 6:8.  Those in attendance: John 
and Debra Heckmann, Glenn O’Shoney, Milton Liese, John 
and Mary Ann Brown, James Kretzmann, Greg Knippa, 
Bettie Horn Bendewald, Dalton Noack, John and Jane 
Ellwanger. 

Treasurer, Milton Liese reported on activities 
through January 21.  His report stated that the bank 
balance as of January 21, 2009, was $24,717.90.  He also 
pointed out that only one of our projects for this year has 
been completely funded, the $11,550 item for training 
among the Tagakaulo people of the Philippines.  As of this 

date, we have collected 42.5% of our goal of $226,800 and 
still owe $130,509 on our accepted projects with $24,717 
on hand.  It was reported that there are some problems in 
the Papua New Guinea field and as a consequence, we will 
not be sending additional funds until their problems are 
resolved. 

Our Newsletter editor explained there was a 
correction needed in the January issue.  The January 
Newsletter has “ELCA”, where it should have read “ILCA” 
for the India Lutheran Church.  There will be a JILM display 
table at the International LWML Convention in Portland, 
OR, June 25 -27, 2009. 

Dr. O’Shoney made a brief presentation 
recounting the road to our first one million dollars in 
contributions.   He reminded us that six years ago six 
families met at Redeemer Lutheran Church and chose the 
name “Jesus is Lord Mission Society” thinking especially of  
Philippians 2:10-ll.  Now in six years JILM has received 
over one million dollars in contributions from members 
scattered throughout the U.S.  These funds have been 
used to further the mission of Christ through LCMS 
missions in India, Sri Lanka, Russia, New Guinea, the 
Philippines, Ghana, Kyrgyztan and many other countries.  
He especially thanked the many generous supporters of 
JILM and the Synodical Mission Board and its executives. 

The next meeting of the Steering Committee will 
be April 2, 2009, with representatives from the Mission 
Board attending.  The Annual Meeting is set for June 10, 
2009, at Zion Lutheran Church, Walburg, TX.  All members 
and friends are welcome. 

 

 
Education in Papua New Guinea – ($24,000) 

 
Theological education has always been a priority 

of the Gutnius Lutheran Church (GLC) and to that end it 
has established several Bible schools in several districts of 
Enga and beyond, and one seminary, Timothy Lutheran 
Seminary, in Birip.  The Bible schools, which operate in at 
least three districts, basically function to train grassroots 
level evangelists for outreach and to serve the preaching 
stations.  They also prepare those who would like to 
continue to study at Timothy Lutheran Seminary.  This 
project helps to pay the teachers and to support the 
students at the Bible Schools.  Timothy Lutheran Seminary 
offers a four-year program in the Pidgin language.  It has a 
large campus which includes housing for professors, 
dormitories and apartments for single and married 
students.  This project also helps to support the professors 
and the students at the seminary. 


