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òRun With Zeal Untiringó 

The excitement of the Christmas season is now a memory; the trappings of our celebrations are gone. Many of 

us are already re-assessing New Year's goals that were made with much fervor and determination. Some goals 

may have been discarded, while for others we ponder about which require immediate attention and which can be 
put off until later in the year.  

Our goal at JILM is immediate and long-lasting.  JILM is an Epiphany organization; our goal every day is to 

present the story of Jesus, the Light of the World, to people who do not know Him as Savior. In this newsletter, 
President Howe talks about our progress toward the financial goal we have adopted to shine the Light of Jesus 

Christ. God has blessed us with generous gifts from many sources, enabling us to fund our mission projects. 

With God's help we must untiringly continue the race to complete this year's goal and those of future years, 
sharing the Good News of Jesus until He comes again. Thanks be to God for His missionaries who are filled 

with zeal to continue toward this eternal goal! 

"The world's remotest races, Upon whose weary faces 

The sun looks from the sky, Shall run with zeal untiring, 
With joy Your light desiring That breaks upon them from on high.  

Lift up your eyes in wonder--See, nations gather yonder 

From sin to be set free. The world has heard Your story; 
Her sons come to Your glory; Her daughters haste Your light to see." 

 

--"Arise and Shine in Splendor," stanzas 3 and 4, Lutheran Service Book #396 

 

 

President of India Evangelical Lutheran Church Meets with JILM Member s 

On Wednesday, October 26, Jesus Is Lord Mission was privileged to have as guests Rev. Dr. J. Samuel, 

president of the India Evangelical Lutheran Church (IELC) and Mr. Darin Storkson, LCMS World Mission 
regional director for South Asia. 

Rev. Samuel began serving as president of IELC in 2007, after serving as 

director of the Department of Human Care and Development from 1992 to 
2007. He has served as pastor at Our Savior Lutheran Church in Karnataka 

for the past 37 years. He has initiated programs to train youth, organized self-

help groups to assist poor women, and trained youth and pastors in church 
music. He has operated child care centers, a residential school for the hearing-

impaired, a girls' boarding home, and a computer training center for village 

youth. Through the sponsorship of LCMS World Relief-Human Care, he also 

organized training institutes for tsunami-affected widows and destitute 
women, and in partnership with the LCMS has been involved in counseling 

survivors of the tsunami and distributing relief supplies to flood victims. 

Rev. Samuel gave an extensive report on the state of the IELC and its work in 
India. There are more than 114,000 members in 764 congregations and 635  
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teaching stations. Currently there are 210 active pastors, in addition to pastoral probationers (vicars), 
deaconesses, and lay evangelists. 20 of the pastoral probationers are included in JILM's current project to 

provide $23,100 for stipends, housing rental, program expenses, and worship expenses. Rev. Samuel expressed 

his deepest gratitude and that of all IELC members for the support provided by JILM.  

The IELC Concordia Theological Seminary at Nagercoil is experiencing serious financial difficulties at present. 

Mr. Darin Storkson, who was responsible for bringing Rev. Samuel to meet with JILM, described the budgeting 

difficulties that have resulted in a much smaller allocation in the LCMS World Mission budget to assist the 

seminary. He asked for prayers for him and for the seminary as he seeks to obtain additional funding to allow 
the programs at the seminary to continue. 

The visit of Rev. Samuel and Mr. Storkson gave JILM members a greater understanding of the challenges facing 

those who spread the Gospel in India, and a great appreciation for the efforts of all the dedicated servants of God 
who assist in that ministry.   

 

Fr om the desk of our President :  
 

H alf  Way  There  ð and  Then  S ome !  
 

When I was a pastor in Cloquet, MN, Lois and I would look forward to excuses to visit relatives or 

shop in the Minneapolis-St. Paul area. On such trips, we learned from the natives to stop at Tobyôs for 

cinnamon rolls at ñhalf-way-Hinkley, MN.ò  Going or coming back home, Hinkley was half way to the 

goal. 

1 January 2012 was the beginning of a New Year, but for our mission support, we are at the mid-point 

of our fiscal year.  In our nine-year history of Jesus Is Lord Mission, December is always our best 

month, and in spite of the poor economy, I am happy to report that this December was a record 

$41,204!  This means we are over 69% of the way to meeting our mission goal.  

But it is more than that ï It means by Godôs Grace people in French-speaking Africa, Tamil-speaking 

India and Sri Lanka, Efik-speaking Nigeria, and Spanish-speaking Dominican Republic will hear the 

GOOD NEWS OF GREAT JOY THAT IS FOR ALL PEOPLE!  A SAVIOR IS BORN ï FOR YOU!  

I know, with St. Paul, that our Lord who began this Good Work in you will bless you to bring the 

Gospel projects to completion.  I thank you in Christ for your partnership in the Gospel, and I pray that 

this good news report will gladden your heart in this HAPPY NEW YEAR!  

 

Paul F. Howe 30701 Berry Creek Drive 

Chaplain (COL) US ARMY (Retired) Georgetown, Texas 78628 

paulfhowe@aol.com (512) 864-2281 or Cell (512) 517-6078 

 
 

 

A Note from Rev. David Erber, LCMS World 
Mission Area Facilitator for Gambia, Ghana, 
Liberia, Nigeria and Sierra Leone: 

"In our last letter, we requested urgent prayers 
for our fellow LCMS missionaries, Rev. Tim and 
Beth Heiney. Doctors had discovered a malignant 

                                                                                                        
                                                                                                        
                                                                                                      
tumor on one of Tim's kidneys. Tim and Beth made 
an emergency trip back to the USA for treatment. 
Doctors removed one of Tim's kidneys and sent 
him on his way back to Guinea, West Africa again. 
No further treatment! Amazing! Praise God! 
Thanks for your prayers!έ 
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Staff Changes at  

LCMS World Mission  

 

At the end of 2011, Mike Linebrink of Walburg, 
Texas, retired from his position as Senior Principal 
Gifts Officer for LCMS World Mission. Mike has 
been a valuable resource not only for the LCMS, 
but also for JILM. He has been a key facilitator for 
communications with World Mission and has 
worked diligently to further the efforts of JILM as 
he has visited with mission-minded Lutherans 
ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ {ȅƴƻŘΦ aƛƪŜ ǎŀȅǎΣ άLǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ 
runτteaching, coaching, youth work, college 
admissions work, owning a business and fund-
ǊŀƛǎƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴǎΦέ Lƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴ 
to spending more time with his wife, Pixie, and 
their family, he plans to do some part-time 
consulting in the future.  

In December, Mike introduced to JILM members 
his replacement, Terry Biesboer. Terry has been 
with LCMS World Mission since 2008. He has 
worked primarily in the South and on the East 
Coast, and will be adding Texas to his territory due 
ǘƻ aƛƪŜΩǎ ǊŜǘƛǊŜƳŜƴǘΦ  

Terry and his wife, Brenda, live in St. Louis. In 
addition to spending time with their six children 
and 13 grandchildren, they enjoy motorcycle 
riding.  

Terry plans to visit with JILM members again on 
February 16 and give suggestions on appropriate 
projects to pursue next year.  

²Ŝ ǇǊŀȅ ŦƻǊ DƻŘΩǎ ōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎǎ ŦƻǊ aƛƪŜ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ 
retirement, and for Terry as he undertakes new 
territory in his important work.  

 
 

 
From the JILM Volunteer Coordinator 
Dalton Noack 
 
In our first meeting of 2012 our JILM volunteers rejoiced in God's blessings through you, members of JILM, as 
we sang together, "Blest Be the Tie That Binds." We recognize that you and all members of JILM have a special 
relationship with one another because of our primary relation with Jesus, our Lord and Savior. Through your 
love gifts, forgiven people, in places most of us will never personally go and among languages spoken we will 
never understand, will be studying and living out the Word of God as His witnesses.  Praise God as He works in 
their lives!  They, too, are learning about and trusting Jesus as their personal Savior. 
This is a special year for JILM; our 10th anniversary.   What are ways you have for celebrating what God has 
done through JILM?   As a special member of the JILM team, we'd be blessed to have your input.  Feel free to 
share your ideas the next time you send in your love offering in support of the LCMS adopted mission projects.  
 

 

Mike Linebrink Terry Biesboer 

JILM January volunteers are 
delighted about the large 
number of gifts received at 
year-end! Standing, left to 
right: Moni Neeb, Paul 
Howe, Lois Howe, Dalton 
Noack, Deanne Noack, 
Glenn OShoney, Alber 
Walther, Sandra OShoney, 
Milton Liese, Mary Ann 
Brown, Roger Neeb, John 
Brown. Seated, left to right: 
Joyce Best, Bettie 
Bendewald, Jane Ellwanger. 
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GIFTS TO JILM, October -December, 2011 

Individual Donors  
 

Sharon Albe 

Anonymous 

Woodie and Margie Arp  

Walter and Gloria Banken 
Lois Bayer 

Hubert and Judith Beck 

Elaine Becker 
Lola Behrens 

David and Joy Belasic 

Bettie Horn Bendewald 

Donald and Judy Berg 
Mike and Joyce Best 

Brian and Marty Bibler  

Paul and Joan Biegner  
Charles and Frieda Birner  

John and Betty Bobo 

Ralph and Pat Bohlmann 
William and Gloria Bouchard 

Paul and Barbara Brink  

Paul and Nancy Brockmann 

John and Mary Ann Brown 
Vernon and Lorraine Brugge 

Leonardo and Estela Bugtong 

Betty Buss 
Rubin and Evelyn Covington 

Patrick and Connie Cuming 

Frank and Phyllis Davis 

Katherine Davis  * 
Steven and Becky Delk 

Maynard and Shirley Dorow 

Arthur and Betty Dueker 
Duane and Monica Ehrhardt  

John and Elva Ellermann 

Constance Ferrin   * 
John and Barbara Fibelkorn  

Edgar and Bobbie Fischer 

Harold and Jean Fleischhauer 

Duane and Mary Lee  

Florschuetz 
Robert Foelber 

Sara Frank  
Leland and Jeanette Frese 

Daniel and Janet Gensch 

Ronald and Merle Gustafson 
Daniel and Lois Haertling  

Walt and Ellen Harms 

Joyce Heckmann 

Harold and Della Heckmann 

John and Debra Heckmann 
John and Wilma Heins 

Martin and Janet Hewitt  

James and Gratia Hinman 
Charles and Bettie Horn 

Lorene Hornig  

Paul and Lois Howe 

Marvin A. Huggins 

Richard and Eileen Izzard 

Arlo and Louann Jensen 

Bill and Emily Johnson 
Bonnie Kahle 

Steve and Janelle Kappler  

Marvin and Peggy Kelm  *  
John and Elaine Kieschnick 

Richard and Maxine Kiessling 

Agnes Klein  
Otto and Arlene Kretzmann 

Carol Kreyling  

Lance Kroesch 

Arnold and Caroline  

Kromphardt  

Joyce Kuhl  

Norman and Joyce Laesch 
Donald and Susan Lee 

John and Karen Leicht 

Layton and Melba Lemke 

Milton and Betty Liese 
Clifton and Vicki Lindsay 

Mike and Pixie Linebrink  

Scott and Kelly Linebrink  
Edwin and Marilyn  

Londenberg 

Keith and Margie Loomans 
David and Marcia Luecke 

Alfred J. Luehmann 

Ray and Jane Martens 

Jacklynn Martin  * 
Alton and Carole Marwitz  

Geraldine Mass 

Al and Dot Meissner 
Brian and Laura Mersiovsky 

Weldon and Jean Mersiovsky 

Janet Meyer 
David and Vivian Meyer 

Delbert and Anna Meyer 

Elmo and Frances Miertschin  

W. O. and Gladys Moerbe 

Alan and Elisabeth Mueller  

Charles and Audrey Mueller  

Mary Neubacher 

Hubert and Gladys Noack 
Richard and Paula Noack 

Glenn and Sandra OShoney 

Orval Oswald 

William and Paula Otto 

Robert and Joan Petersen 

Richard and Susanna Pliml  * 

Thomas Raabe 
Benjamin and Lois Rathgeber 

Robert and Barbara Rauh 

Reimer 
Otto and Rosalie Reinbacher 

Fred and Melva Richter 

Norman and Frances Riffel 
Ellis and Joyce Rottmann 

Edwin and Carol Rumerfield 

Irvin and Vivian Sallach 

Karl and Shirley Schmidt 
David and Darlene Schneider 

Donald and Karen Schrader 

Theodore and Donna Schoewe 

Dell and Judy Schomburg 

George and Mary Schumann 

Gene and Florence Snow 

Ella N. Sohns 
Thomas and Carolyn Soltis 

Thomas and Beverly Sorensen 

Carol Spree 
Lillian Stein  *  

Carl and Thea Streufert 

Lois Swanson 

Leonard Symmank 

Tim and Faye Tognetty  * 

James and Jane Vehling 

John Wackler 
Alber and Adeline Walther  

Robert and Thea Weber 

Richard and Ardith Wismar 
Melvin Witt  

Carolyn Young 

Richard and Constance Ziehr  

Rudy Zoch 

 
*Indicates new member 
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In Memory Of  Thrivent Choice Donors  
  
Johanna Bartels 

E. George Becker 

Ralph Behrens 

Gertrude Best 

Greenwood Binford  

Gloria Chaney 

Dorothy Craig 
Billie Dodge  

Erna Dorn 

Dennis Feist 

Dora Fischer 

Parents of Leland and  

Jeanette Frese 

Rylean Frieling  
Hugh Clark Garland 

Helen Goeke 

Juraine Honig 

Fred Horn 

Kirk Jones 

Raymond Kahle 

Pearl Kaym 

Lucille Kestler  

Kurt Klein 

Betty Krentz 

Gloria Kieschnick 

Baerbel Liedke 
Helen Maass  

Tusnelda Mertink  

Ruby Meschke 
Joseph Neubacher 

Yvette Nichols 

Dennis Paap 

Pat Parker 

Martha Plagens 

Alma Powell 
Curry Radle 

Fred Seibel 

Jo Lu Shand 

Joanne Shaw 

Marie Smith 

Veronica (Vicky) Smith 

Hildegard Sohns 
Dorothy Symank 

Leona Tewes 

Ed Wachholz  

Ronnie Weiser 

Tommie Wright  

 

Bettie Horn Bendewald 

Joyce Best 

John Bobo 

Gloria Bouchard 

David Brammer 

John Brown 

Elsie Cloeter 

Sallie Gerharter  

Edward and Arlene 

Greenthaner 

John Heckmann 
Viola Hobratsch 

Donald Hoeferkamp 

Jimmie and Nancy Horton  
Marlene Lemke 

Jean Mersiovsky 

Dalton Noack 
Glenn OShoney 

Matthew Sell 

 

 
 

 

 
 

In Honor Of  

Luther Bakenhus (birthday) 

Bettie Horn Bendewald  (birthday) 

Bettie Horn Bendewald  
 (honoring her life and work) 

John Brown (birthday) 

Christ Child  (birthday) 

Rose Davenport (90
th
 birthday) 

Flo Dietz (birthday) 

Cathie Fane (birthday) 

Paul Howe (birthday) 
Paul Howe (thanks for JILM presentation  

 at Hope Lutheran Church) 

Harvey Kelm (birthday) 
Al and Lee Miller  (in thanksgiving, for Christmas) 

Missionaries and Laborers for Christ   
 (in thanksgiving for their hard work) 

Glenn and Sandra OShoney (50th Wedding Anniversary) 
Dolores Ross (birthday) 

Alber and Adeline Walther (50
th
 Wedding  

 Anniversary) 

 

Congregation and Organization 

Donors 

Newbury Park, CA, Christ the King OWLS 

Valdosta, GA, Messiah Lutheran Church 

Pittsburg, PA, St. Matthew Lutheran Church 

Austin, TX, Our Savior Lutheran Church 
Giddings, TX, Immanuel Lutheran Church 

Klein, TX, Trinity Lydia Guild  * 

San Antonio, TX Concordia LWML* 
Taylor, TX, Trinity Lutheran LWML * 

The Dankis Christian Foundation 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

*Indicates new member 

 

 



 6 

Church Plantersô Report:  

Progress of India Probationers   

In early December, Darin Storkson of LCMS World 
Mission sent a very comprehensive report on the 
efforts of the 20 India probationers who are 
receiving support from JILM for salaries and other 
needs. In 2010 these men began their three-year 
ministry to take the Gospel to unreached people in 
ǘƘŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ άǎȅƴƻŘǎέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ LƴŘƛŀ 9ǾŀƴƎŜƭƛŎŀƭ [ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴ 
Church. Because the report of their activities is very 
lengthy, here follows a brief sampling of the work 
that is being done.  

In the Amburl Synod, seven probationers are 
working: S. Andrew Vasudevan, S. Edwin, D. Mohan, 
J. S. Novahandam, G. Paul Moses, S. Stanley Joseph, 
M. S. Umanath. Each of these men has a ministry 
area that includes several villages. Their outreach 
efforts include: worship services held on Sundays or 
other days of the week as necessary, Bible classes, 
Vacation Bible schools in some areas during summer, 
Catechism classes to prepare people for baptism, 
house visits for the sick, and counseling for 
individuals. Rev. J. R. Jesupatham is the supervising 
minister of these probationers in Ambur Synod. 

In the Nagercoil 
Synod, there are also 
seven probationers: 
Arun Kumar, S. Eassck, 
A. Paulson, S. Rajan, 
N. Robinson, M. 
Sudharson, A. Vinoth 
Sam. Only a very small 
percentage of this area is Christianτmost people 
are Hindu. In most of these areas, the Hindus are 
strongly opposed to the spread of Christianity, 
although Probationer Sam reports that by God's 
grace, slowly the attitudes of some Hindus is 
changing and he is now allowed to visit their homes 
and share the Gospel. The need for worship space is 
great. In Thiruvanganeri, Probationer Eassck is able 
to hold services in a new church building that was 
dedicated in February, 2011. The land was donated 
by one of the member families. The supervising 

minister for the probationers in 
Nagercoil Synod is Rev. C. 
Thankappan. 

Six probationers work in the Trivandrum Synod. 
Probationer L. Lawrence conducts worship in a 
rented building. He teaches Bible stories and 
Christian songs, organizes prayer meetings, and 
makes home visits. Probationer R. S. Manoj works in 
the village of Plavila, where he conducts weekly 
worship services in a room at Concordia Higher 
Secondary School and also in an old thatched 
building. Probationer K. Praveen Das conducts 
worship services and Bible classes in a rented house 
in Enchakadu, a small village. His is the only 
Protestant church there. The village has one Roman 
Catholic Church. Probationer N. Shine Jose preaches 
in the town of Punnapra, a stronghold of 
Communists. He conducts regular worship services, 
Bible study, hospital visits, Sunday School and 
Confirmation classes. 25 students, mainly Hindu 
children, attended VBS. A few children are preparing 
for baptism. Probationer L. J. Shine Lal conducts 
worship services and classes in Puthukulam, in a 
small building on land purchased by Lutheran Church 
members. Probationer D. Wilson serves two centers 
that are about 25 miles apart. 80 children attended 
VBS. They included 37 Hindus, 36 Muslims and 7 
Christians. Mr. Wilson has a need for better 
transportation for himself and also needs permanent 
church buildings in these two centers. The pastor in 
charge of probationers in the Trivandrum Synod is 
Rev. D. V. Bernard. 

Pray for these probationers as they face many 
hardships and dangers in order to share the Gospel. 
Through the Holy Spirit's power, their work is 
bearing fruit as children and adults are being 
baptized and trained to follow in the footsteps of the 
Savior.  
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Comments from Our 

Members  

 
When possible, we enjoy sharing the notes and 
stories we receive from our members.  

V JILM members, Ed and Bobbie Fischer, shared 
this very interesting observation in South Africa. 
 "In 2006 we were on a tour bus in Durban, South 
Africa.  While driving through one of the poorer 
sections of the city, I (Bobbie) noticed a sign on 
the second floor of a building.  In large letters, the 
sign read JESUS IS LORD MISSION.  I was 
happy to see that God's Word is spreading to 
distant places.  I was also amazed to see that 
most of the African people, particularly children, 
were always smiling and seemed to be happy 
when it was obvious that they had very little 
material possessions.   The need to spread the 
Word of God is great." 

V Another member wrote: "JILM is like a family; as 
one reads the list of donors, memorials and 
honorees, names are all familiar, people are 
familiar-- people with a trusting heart for 
missions, knowing that their contributions are 
getting to the areas needed rather than into a 
kettle of whatever....Blessings to each of you...In 
Jesus nameé." 

 
 
 
 
 
 

JILM Newsletter Editorial Staff 
Joyce Best  
Barbara Bielss  
John Brown  
Roger Neeb 
Dalton Noack  
Glenn O Shoney  

Steering Committee 
Paul Howe, Pres. (Pastor)  
Wilbern Michalk, VP/Sec. (Layperson)  
Alber Walther, Treas. (Layperson)  
Curtis Mickan  (Layperson)  
Mary Schumann (Layperson)  
Joyce Best (Newsletter Editor)  
Alvin Meissner (Pastor)  
Mark Dankis (Pastor)  

JILM Volunteer Coordinator 
Dalton Noack  

JILM Website Manager 
Larry Noack  

JILM Website P.R. Material Manager 
Betty Liese  

Membership 
626 Families and Organizations  

Contact JILM 
PO Box 11  
Walburg, TX 78673  
Paulfhowe@aol.com  

JILM website:  www.jilmission.org  
 
 

 
 
 

JILM Financial Report, October-December, 2011 
 
Balance on hand, 9/30/2011 63,775.05  
Funds received 10/1/2011-12/31/2011 64,770.26* 
Interest 27.93 
Project Support -25,000.00 

CLET $39,672 (incl. $29,000 from 1
st
 quarter; 42% funded)  

India Probationer Stipends $5,775 (25% funded) 
Nigeria Seminary $5,928 (100% funded) 
Dominican Republic $0 (0% funded) 
Sri Lanka Probationer Stipends $2,625 (100% funded) 

Expenses (2.0%)   -1,683.27 
Ending funds on hand, 12/31/2011 101,889.97 

Of our commitment of $178,833, the amount of $54,000 was funded before December 31. On January 5, 
$45,379.52 was sent as requested by LCMS World Mission. After that payment, the remaining commitment is 
$79,463.48. 

*Includes $5,775 Non-Project Designated Funding 

Contributed to date (since 2002): $1,582,396.65 

mailto:Pastor@stpaulthegrove.org
http://www.jilmission.org/
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Current Projects                                       RETURN SERVICES REQUESTED 
 
Togo, West Africa 
Nigeria 
India 
Sri Lanka 

 Dominican Republic 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Rev. Walter Ries--Dominican Republic 

Five seminarians in the Dominican Republic continue to take online classes 

through Concordia Lutheran Seminary, Buenos Aires, Argentina. In December 

they concluded their first year of a four-year program. One of the challenges 

they face is the frequency of rolling electricity blackouts that keep them from 

pursuing their studies. Some areas only have electricity six hours a day. 

Several of the seminarians do not have money to get to the two centers where 

they gather for classes. Pray for these men as they continue their studies, 

especially that they would continue to grow in faith as they share the Good 

News of Jesus. 

One of the individuals who has been 

instrumental in the establishment of the 

                                         online seminary program is Vicar Adrian 

                                         Solis, from Argentina. Adrian has just 

completed his 18-month vicarage in the Dominican Republic. He 

also worked with students in confirmation classes at the mission in 

Licey.  

Pray for the ministry of Rev. Walter Ries and his family as they 

continue their work to train leaders in the church in the Dominican 

Republic, as they teach students in Confirmation classes, and as they 

work to establish a congregation there. 

Five seminarians (front row) 
gathered at Amigos de Cristo 
Lutheran Church, Las Americas 

 

Vicar Adrian Solis with 
a young student 


