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From the Desk of our President:
“The Phone Call”
Dear JILM Friends:
explained the reason for his call. He said, “I want
In this age of communication - mail and phone
to thank you and all the members of JILM for your
solicitations, newspaper, television - everyone
faithful and generous support of the world-wide
is trying to sell something or solicit our support
outreach of LCMS world missions
for a cause. When the phone
through the years. Please convey to
rings we immediately ask
your supporters our sincere thanks
ourselves, “Who is it? What
“ I want to thank you
and prayers for God’s continued
do they want?” We have spam
and
all
the
members
blessings.”
filters, we check for caller ID.
We try getting on the “no call
of JILM for your
President Harrison also recognized
list” but still unwanted calls
faithful and generous
that we had passed the $3 million
continue.
mark in our support. He assured
support of the worldme that the projects we have
The other day my cell phone
wide outreach of
selected for FY 2020-21 are still
rang. The call was not from
LCMS world missions
on track to be continued through
my area and the number was
this fiscal year, even with the
unfamiliar, but I answered
through the years.
challenges of COVID-19. He said
it. The unfamiliar voice said,
Please convey to your
that our Synod’s mission is moving
“To whom am I speaking?”
forward. We praise and thank God!
After I identified myself, the
supporters our sincere
person said he had found my
thanks and prayers
After the phone call, I sat back
phone number in the JILM
with a smile and prayer of thanks
newsletter. With a smile, I
for God’s continued
for those encouraging words.
responded that I was privileged
blessings.
”
Friends and supporters, that
to serve as President of the
phone call was for each one of you,
steering committee.
– Dr. Matthew Harrison,
the faithful supporters of JILM.
President, Lutheran Church—
God bless you as you continue the
He then identified himself
Missouri Synod
wonderful work of sharing Jesus
as Pastor Matthew Harrison,
Christ as Lord.
President of the Lutheran
Church Missouri Synod. WOW!
Your fellow servant in Christ,
What a surprise and privilege to have a personal
Wilbern Michalk, President, JILM
conversation with the synodical president. After
512 971 4857
brief personal exchanges, President Harrison

JILM Mission Projects
2020-2021
These projects were approved by
vote of JILM members and ratified
at the JILM annual meeting held
on June 30, 2020.
Togo Lutheran Center for Theological
Studies (CLET) ($46,500) CLET trains

leaders for the confessional Lutheran churches
in African countries where French is the official
language. Students receive support for living
expenses, books, and health care. Costs begin
at $6,500 per student.

Sri Lanka Evangelists and Catechists
($16,000) LCMS missionaries continue

training and mentoring several men as vicar/
evangelists to provide the next generation of
pastors, deacons and evangelists in Sri Lanka.
This project allows for the continuing provision
of modest, $175-per-month stipends as these
men work among the unchurched in Sri Lanka.

Dominican Republic Seminary
Scholarships ($28,250) In the past ten

years, missionary efforts have led to planting
50 churches across ten Latin American
countries. There is a need to prepare pastors
for these churches.

Peru Mercy House (Castillo Fuerte)
($17,250) Mercy House operates a preschool

and an after-school program for needy children
in the community. Curriculum includes chapel
services, daily catechesis and Bible study. They
also have a program to address hunger, which
is a serious issue. Due to the mercy shown to
these families, a number of children have been
baptized and have brought their parents to
hear the Gospel and to be incorporated into the
mission. (Photos for this project are on page 6.)

South Africa Seminary Support ($17,000)
The Lutheran Theological Seminary in
Tschwane, South Africa is jointly supported
by the Lutheran Church in Southern Africa
(LSA), the Free Evangelical Lutheran Church
in Southern Africa (FELSISA), Mission of
Lutheran Churches (MLC) in Germany, and
the LCMS. This project provides support for
administration and teaching to prepare these
students to be ordained by their sending
church bodies.

JILM is blessed to count among its new members Rev.
Gil and Linda Duchow. The Duchows learned about JILM
in the May 2020 Reporter (see a reprint that begins
on page 4) and inquired about JILM’s long-term work
with the vicars in Sri Lanka. Because of their service in
Sri Lanka, they graciously agreed to write about their
experiences and provide a few photographs from their
mission efforts.

Reflections on our Service in Sri Lanka
By Pastor Gil and Linda Duchow

When we went on short-term mission trips to Sri Lanka in
2009 and 2010, we prayed that we would be a blessing to our
brothers and sisters in Christ in that island nation. By God’s
grace, I believe that we were a source of encouragement for
their Christian faith and ministry.
However, our team members were ourselves blessed
beyond measure by their strong faith in Christ and their
warm kindness to us. We spent three weeks in Sri Lanka each
year teaching English to 70 youth and adults, and joining
them in daily worship, song, and activities. On Saturdays, we
led workshops for the children and families in some of the
villages. On Sundays, we joined with several congregations for
worship and fellowship (and tea and food afterward).
Each weekday, the pastors and vicars (called evangelists
then) brought to our classes youth, preschool teachers, and
others from the congregations and mission stations in the
villages they served, located among the tea plantations, where
most of the people worked for a dollar or two a day.
Our first year, the vicars were away part of the
time, studying for the ministry. The second year, I (Gil)
led the pastors and vicars in a study of Ephesians. At
times they struggled with my English. But Pastor Deva
(Devanesan), who was fluent in English, served as a bridge
to understanding. But no bridge was needed when it came to
sharing their Christian faith. The pastors and vicars amazed
and inspired me with their grasp of the Gospel message, their
desire to grow in their understanding of God’s Word, and
their zeal to go and make more disciples for Christ and His
kingdom among the Tamil people in the mountains of central
Sri Lanka.
The pastors and vicars in Sri Lanka faithfully serve our
Lord and His church in the midst of extreme poverty, as
well as hostility at times from Hindu neighbors or militant
Buddhists. They truly need our prayers and financial support,
as they help fulfill our own calling to “go...and make disciples
of all nations.” (Matthew 28:19).
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Photo, above: “Our students with our team of eight from the U.S. We are the second and third from the left, seated in the front row.
Linda is the first of the women, all of whom are wearing their Sari, which was a gift from the Lanka Lutheran Church in appreciation
for our service.” Photo, center left: The six vicars who were serving at the time the Duchows were in Sri Lanka. One of the vicars has
since been ordained. Photo, center right: “Photo of an extended family who invited us for tea in their modest home on the Oliphant
Tea Plantation, to thank us for helping their children and grandchildren with their English skills and Bible knowledge.” Photo, bottom
left: “Some of the students with the cross and Bible (CEV easy English translation) we gave to each of the students.”

“Ask the Lord
of the harvest,
therefore, to send
out workers into
his harvest field.”
Matthew 9:38

This article first appeared in the May 2020
issue of Reporter, the official newspaper of
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and is
reprinted with permission.

Thrivent Choice Contributors
Thrivent Choice contributed a total of $2,083
to JILM on behalf of these members from
April - June 2020
Dalton Noack
Al Basler
Richard Noack
Joyce and Mike Best
Glenda Overfelt
Harold L. Fleischhauer
Ben and Lois
Edmund P. Frank
Rathgeber
Daniel and Janet Gensch
Barbara Senzig
Priscilla A. Holz
Will and Lena Sohns
William E. Meier

Jesus Is Lord Mission crosses $3 million
in giving to international mission
By Tiffany Silverberg
Jesus Is Lord Mission (JILM), a volunteer organization
committed to funding global missions of The Lutheran
Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS), recently hit a
significant milestone. In February, JILM surpassed $3
million in giving to the LCMS Office of International
Mission (OIM).
The milestone was reached with JILM’s recent gift of
$40,000 for LCMS mission and ministry work in Sri
Lanka, Russia and Romania. At this writing, JILM has
given $3,014,505, through 322 gifts to over 60 ministries
of the LCMS, since October 2003.
JILM’s constitution commits the organization to funding
only projects and personnel approved by the OIM,
making JILM a vital component of LCMS mission work.
“Without the support from Jesus Is Lord Mission, the
Synod would have to use unrestricted monies for these
global mission projects,” explained Ross Stroh, executive
director of LCMS Accounting and Financial Services.
“This would mean that unrestricted monies would
need to be taken from other important ministry areas.
Unrestricted monies from regular church offerings are
decreasing each year.”

Gifts in Honor
Bette Horn Bendewald
Paul Howe
Wilbern Michalk
Ben and Lois Rathgeber (60th wedding anniversary)

JILM Administrative Staff
Newsletter Editorial Staff
Joyce Best
John Brown

Dalton Noack
Glenn OShoney

Ambassador at Large
Dalton Noack
Volunteer Coordinators/Office Managers
John and Mary Ann Brown

Stroh went on to explain, however, that restricted funds,
or funds that are tagged for specific projects, ensure the
ongoing viability of those projects.

Gift Processing Team
Sona Holmstrom, Betty Liese
Steering Committee
Rev. Wilbern Michalk, President
Rev. Paul Howe, Vice President
Joyce Best, Secretary and
Newsletter Editor, Website Manager
Alber Walther, Treasurer
Bettie Bendewald, Member at Large
Mary Ann Brown, Member at Large

“Nearly 70 percent of the Synod’s budget is funded
by gifts restricted by donors like JILM to supporting
specific activities of interest to them. If this money
didn’t come from the donors, much of the ministry of
the LCMS could not happen,” said Stroh. “Jesus Is Lord
Mission commits to fund certain projects. They have
been faithful and always come through for the projects
they agreed to fund.”

Contact JILM:
PO Box 11
Walburg, TX 78673

JILM was started in 2002 as an opportunity for
members of the LCMS to learn more about and partner
directly with mission work being done around the world
and to fund those projects that might not otherwise
receive funding.

www.jilmission.org
email: jilmission@gmail.com

(continued on page 7)
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Individual Donors April - June 2020
Sharon Albe
Robert and Joanne Allen
Herman and Beverly Arldt
Woodie and Margie Arp
Erhart and Anita Bauer
William and Gail Beckmann
David and Joy Belasic
Bob and Elaine Besalski
Mike and Joyce Best
Brian and Marty Bibler
Paul and Martha Bickel
Paul and Joan Biegner
Stanley and Audrey Bielss
Charles Birner
Donald Brosz
John and Mary Ann Brown
Leon and Carol Buck
Robert Burton
Mark and Gail Dankis
Louise Doering
Gilbert and Linda Duchow
Duane and Monica Ehrhardt
Mildred Fink
Paul and Jolene Fischer
Sara Frank
Robert Friedrich
Carroll and Carolyn Fuchs
Tracy Gerken
Dave and Becky Glandorf
Linda Grant
Ronald Halamka
Steve and Kay Hardcastle

Gene and Helen Harman
Walter and Ellen Harms
Shirley Henning
Raymond Hobratsch
Leon and Janet Hodges
Al and Priscilla Holz
Paul and Lois Howe
Marvin and Barbara Huggins
Louis Jasper
Bill and Emily Johnson
Dolores Karkoska
Marvin and Peggy Kelm
John and Elaine Kieschnick
Vic and Emilie Kilian
Tommy and Sharon Knox
Arlene Kretzmann
James and Jeanne Kretzmann
Carol Kreyling
J.W. and Cindy Krueger
Joyce Kuhl
Audrey Leicht
Benny and Peggy Lemanski
Al and Laura Luehmann
Keith and Theresa Lund
Roy and Ann Maack
Robert Maltzahn
Geraldine Mass
Larry and Yvonne Meissner
Weldon and Jean Mersiovsky
Janet Meyer
Ethel Mickan
Elmo and Frances Miertschin

Congregation and
Organization Donors

Joann Moerbe
Mary Neubacher
Hubert and Lorraine O’Neal
Glenn and Sandra OShoney
Richard and Cynthia Pieplow
Anton and Janis Prange
Ben and Lois Rathgeber
Otto and Rosalie Reinbacher
Bill and Trish Rogge
Jarold Rux
Carl Schiefer
Karl and Shirley Schmidt
David and Darlene Schneider
Dell and Judy Schomburg
Ray and Carolyn Schubert
Janet Schudde
Karol Selle
Al Senske
Bill and Susan Sliva
Charlotte Stautzenberger
Kenneth Stelzer
Ross Stroh
Bernie and Doris Symm
Fred and Chris Tscheulin
Howie and Mary Voelker
Paul and Barbara Voitko
Richard and Madge Wagner
Alber and Adeline Walther
Marjorie Weerts
Ron and Jean Weidler
Jake and Betty Weiser
Warren Wille

Gifts in Memory

Austin, TX, Our Savior Lutheran Church

Alvin Boehlke
Dolline Burton
Aubrey Daniell
Judy Grauer
Gertrude Hoffschneider
Joan Jasper
Ray Martens

Casper, WY, Trinity Lutheran Church LWML
Killeen, TX, Grace Lutheran Church
Klein, TX, Trinity Lutheran Church Lydia Guild
Walburg, TX, Zion Lutheran Church
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Ed Mersiosky
Larry Noack
Rusty Parker
Minnie Mae Schulze
George Schumann
Sally Teinert
Carole Wille

CASTILLO FUERTE MERCY CENTER, LIMA, PERU
This project is new to JILM
this year. Castillo Fuerte
mission to children and
their families in Lima, Peru,
was begun by missionaries
to address the economic,
educational and especially
spiritual needs of the most
needy. It is dedicated to
aiding the communities
around mission sites in Word
and deed while preaching the
Good News of Salvation that
Christ has so freely given us.
Castillo Fuerte is a stronghold
for some of Lima’s most
vulnerable children. Factories
Photo, above: A teacher with her students at Mercy House. Photo, below: An ad for online
like the garment factory that
Bible school at Castillo Fuerte.
abuts the LCMS-run mercy
center employ many in the La Victoria
district, leaving droves of children without
care after school. Castillo Fuerte opens
its doors – and Christ’s arms – to them.
Each weekday afternoon, all ages crowd
around a string of folding tables for a
hot meal, family style. Devoted teachers
create a stable environment for academic,
emotional, social, and spiritual growth,
incorporating extracurriculars like art and
music whenever possible. Good behavior
is rewarded with much-anticipated
outings to a neighborhood park for
volleyball or Frisbee. Twice-weekly chapel
services reinforce biblical truths and equip
children for active participation in Divine
Services at the church of which they’re the
charter members. By God’s grace, many
have been baptized, and if Baptism and
confirmation tallies are any indication, the
Holy Spirit continues stirring in the hearts
of their parents and families.

Photo, left: “Under the promise of the Lord we
serve with love baskets of food to the elders
of Cerro el Pino. More than 30 needy families
were benefited. The members were involved as
volunteers in this service of love to the poor.”
Food is provided by LCMS Disaster Relief.
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(continued from page 4)

directly involved in sharing Jesus Christ with people
around the world.”
‘Dynamic global outreach’
That personal connection with overseas mission
work is a big part of why JILM was founded. As
stated in its constitution, JILM accomplishes its work
“by encouraging called and lay church leaders of
the LCMS to provide leadership for dynamic global
outreach through prayer, gifts, assisting in recruiting
volunteer and career missionaries, by personal
example and by enlisting others for membership in
this Society.”

Reaching the untouched
“JILM is one of numerous mission societies who
support the work of the LCMS, but an essential one
in that they have an intense focus on supporting the
work of international missions to evangelize and
clearly proclaim the Gospel in parts of the world not
yet touched by it,” said Gregory Rommel, an LCMS
mission advocate serving in Texas and surrounding
areas.
“Through the work of this all-volunteer society, over
500 individuals, families and congregations in 40
states have come to better know the mission work the
LCMS does and have an opportunity to financially
support specific ministry that makes a distinctive
impact for God’s Kingdom, all for His glory and
honor,” Rommel said.

“It is a way for JILM donors to directly connect with
and pray for certain projects and the missionaries
involved,” said Stroh.

2019-2020 Fiscal Year Financial Report
July 1, 2019 - June 30, 2020

JILM’s constitution emphasizes this focus, expressing
the organization’s desire that “people of every tribe,
nation and tongue hear about this joyful Good News
of Jesus as Lord, as we respond with eagerness and
passion to our Savior’s imperative.”

Gifts on hand 7/1/2019
Gifts and interest received
Project support

$ 9,199.56
125,951.78
119,000.00

Africa - Togo/CLET
$ 47,000
Africa - Christ’s Care for
Children: Kenya
$ 28,000
Asia - Sri Lanka Vicars
$ 20,000
Romania - Alliance Missionary
to Romania and Italy
$12,000
Russia - Alliance Missionary for
Russian-speaking Theological
Education
$12,000

Little expenses
JILM operates out of Zion Lutheran Church in
Walburg, Texas, supported by an all-volunteer team.
According to Rommel, their only expenses are for
“postage, newsletter production and incidental costs
associated with processing the gifts they receive.”
The rest of their funds go directly to the projects they
support.

Operating expenses

4,177.88

Mission projects funded for the 2019–20 fiscal year
included Christ’s Care for Children: Kenya, church
planters and vicars in India, vicar and pastor stipends
in Sri Lanka, Russian-language theology education
and Alliance missionary in Romania and Italy.

Gifts on hand 6/30/2020

$11,973.46

Joyce Best, current JILM newsletter editor and
recording secretary, joined the group in 2011 after
reading the JILM newsletter in her church bulletin.
“As my husband and I got to know members of
the steering committee and other volunteers, we
learned that several had been missionaries in years
past. Others had worked directly with the mission
department at the LCMS.

Project funding for India Vicars in the amount of
$31,000 was not requested by LCMS due to international
governmental issues that preclude distribution of funds
to India at this time.

“We heard their stories and saw their excitement and
joy as they talked about their personal involvement
in mission work,” Best explained. “Inspired by these
volunteers, my husband and I decided that JILM was
an organization through which we could be more

This month JILM will adjust its mailing list to include only
those who have contributed to our program since January
1, 2017, allowing more money to be sent to LCMS for our
projects. If you have questions about your status on our
mailing list, contact us at jilmission@gmail.com.

Total contributed through 6/30/2020:
$3,162,748.65

Soli Deo Gloria
NOTICE
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JILM Projects
July 1, 2020 - June 30, 2021
Africa–Togo/CLET
Asia–Sri-Lanka - Vicar and Pastor Stipends
Dominican Republic Seminary Scholarships
Peru - Mercy House
South Africa Seminary

Total:

$46,500
$16,000
$28,250
$17,250
$17,000

$125,000

RETURN SERVICES REQUESTED

2020-2021 Jesus is Lord Mission
Project Goal: $125,000

His Name

Our Mission
Hi

s Gospe

l

A new project for JILM in 20202021 is Castillo Fuerte Mercy
House in Lima, Peru. Read more
on page 6.

CASTILLO FUERTE MERCY HOUSE, LIMA, PERU

